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The US and some African countries are working together to capture Joseph Kony, the Ugandan rebel leader who rapes
young girls and forces under-aged children to serve his group as child soldiers
The campaign to capture and bring to trial, Joseph Kony, leader of the Lord&rsquo;s Resistance Army, LRA, is
gathering momentum by the day. Five countries: Uganda, where Kony hails from, Central African Republic, South Sudan,
Democratic Republic of Congo and the United States of America, are united in the mission of bringing Kony to justice.
Soldiers of the five countries have been traversing the jungles linking the aforementioned African states in search of the
Ugandan rebel. There is a suggestion that some of the countries might be shielding him from arrest and prosecution. For
instance, Ugandan government and other Central African countries are accusing the Sudanese government of
sponsoring and supporting Joseph Kony and using LRA to attack South Sudan. There are indications that the fear of the
LRA is not misplaced, especially in remote areas along the heavy forests and often unmarked borders between Uganda,
Democratic Republic of Congo, South Sudan and the Central African Republic. Amama Mbabazi, Ugandan prime
minister, said the Sudanese government was giving Kony arms and ammunition with which his gang had been terrorising
the country and other Central African nations. &ldquo;The original plan of Sudan was to use Kony to destabilise the
region. They wanted to use the LRA to attack Chad and Kony was central to this plan,&rdquo; he said. Some LRA
members captured by the Ugandan army wore Sudan military uniforms and testified that Kony was in Sudan. Felix
Kulayigye, the Ugandan defence minister who confirmed the arrest, said the rebels revealed that Sudan was supporting
them. &ldquo;Some of the LRA rebels captured by the Ugandan military last week wore Sudanese military
uniforms,&rdquo; he said. On Monday, last week, Okello Oryem, Ugandan foreign affairs minister, said LRA and Kony
would have long been routed from the region had they not been backed by Sudan. &ldquo;It&rsquo;s been universally
known that the LRA has been receiving support from elements within the Khartoum government or the Sudan Armed
Forces. And they are giving them medical care, guns and uniforms, the kind of things rebels want,&rdquo; Oryem said.
Kenneth Wright, Navy Seal in charge of US and African troops in search of Kony, said the ongoing battle is not going to
be an easy struggle. He said by experience, it is going to be a persistent engagement. Ugandan officials are concerned
that Kony, whose brutal group has navigated the region&rsquo;s porous borders in a highly successful campaign of
murder and abduction of children, could exploit renewed border tensions between Sudan and South Sudan to get back
near Ugandan territory. Ugandan foot soldiers said they rarely encounter LRA rebels. Some complained of boredom,
saying they were tired of spending their days looking for a phantom enemy, and others said the endless search through
treacherous jungle was frustrating. The rank-and-file soldiers said they would like to be deployed in the Congo, where
most of the attacks by suspected LRA have been reported in recent times. Angelo Izama, a Kampala-based political
analyst was of the opinion that what is happening in Sudan and South Sudan is a perfect opportunity for Kony and LRA
to be influential again within the region. But, Abdulla Ali Masar, Sudan&rsquo;s information minister, denied that his
government has ever supported the LRA. The campaign to arrest or kill Kony was a fall-out of the on-line campaign by
the Invisible Children, a California-based non-government organisation. Kony, who had been at large since 2005 when
the International Criminal Court, ICC, declared him wanted over crimes against humanity also has some myths around
him. He is alleged to have the supernatural power to disappear whenever he&rsquo;s in danger of being arrested. He is
among others, charged with killing innocent people, kidnapping of children and training of child soldiers. The bulk of
Kony&rsquo;s foot soldiers were children, while estimates of the number conscripted since 1986 is as high as 104,000.
Border Crisis Escalates Endurance Akoro The crisis in Sudan is escalating. Consequently, Sudan declared a state of
emergency along the border with South Sudan on Sunday 30, April. Barely two days after the declaration, fresh crisis
erupted at the border. Sudanese troops had clashed with South Sudanese troops along their disputed areas of their
border last Tuesday. Though it has not been confirmed who attacked first, Philip Aguer, Southern army spokesman, said:
&ldquo;Sudanese forces, militias and mercenaries attacked our positions in Hofra in the oil region of Unity State.&rdquo;
Southern troops repulsed the attackers and captured three trucks. The state of emergency decree gives Khartoum
broader powers to arrest and try suspects in the volatile region, and also allows President Omar al-Bashir and anyone
with his mandate to set up special courts to handle criminal and terror cases, suspending the constitution in border areas
and imposing a trade embargo against the South. However, it did not help to reduce the level of violence in the
area. Sudan and South Sudan have engaged in a tussle over oil revenue and borders after the South&rsquo;s
independence last year. Main disputes between the two Sudan&rsquo;s includes transit fees the South should pay to
Sudan to use its oil pipelines, demarcating the border. There are estimated 500,000 southerners in Sudan and 80,000
Sudanese in the South. Each accuses the other of supporting rebel groups on its territory. However, the African Union,
AU, had two weeks ago, ordered the two sides to cease hostilities within 48 hours. The AU also ordered Sudan to stop
its campaign on aerial bombardments, which Khartoum has repeatedly denied. Last month, Sudan said the
South&rsquo;s continued support for rebels inside Sudan undermines the North&rsquo;s stability. Khartoum accused
Juba of aiding rebels from its western Darfur region. But Juba in return accused Khartoum of exploiting existing ethnic
rivalries in the South by arming multiple rebel groups as proxy forces to attack Southern troops. South Sudanese
authorities have, however, informed the United Nations that they were prepared to withdraw police forces from the
disputed region of Abyei. &ldquo;The minister of interior will enhance the withdrawal of South Sudan&rsquo;s police force
from Abyei as long as the UN and AU will look after its citizens in the area,&rdquo; a South Sudanese spokesman said.
EU Protests Ukraine is facing growing isolation from the European Union, EU. Jose Manuel Barroso, President, EU
Commission and other European leaders are mounting pressure on the leadership in Kyiv to release Yulia Tymoshenko,
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its former prime minister. Tymoshenko, 51, was sentenced to seven years in prison for abuse of office in October last
year. Though her supporters claim it was a show trial orchestrated by Ukrainian President, Viktor Yanukovich; Eugenia,
Tymoshenko&rsquo;s daughter, believes the rebuffs were the last diplomatic warning to the regime. As a result, relations
between Ukraine and the European Union have been strained by the conviction of Tymoshenko, the main political rival of
Yanukovich, a case they believe was politically driven. Five presidents and the EU Commission have, therefore,
cancelled their visits to the country over suspected maltreatment of Tymoshenko. This announcement was made by
Barroso. This pronouncement followed that of Viviane Reding, EU justice commissioner, who also is skipping the
ceremonial Euro 2012 opening on June 8. &ldquo;It is clear that as things stand now, the president has no intention of
going to Ukraine,&rdquo; Barroso&rsquo;s spokeswoman said. European leaders and officials have previously
complained that Tymoshenko&rsquo;s jailing last year, was unfair, but disapproval grew when pictures emerged of her
showing bruises, which she claimed were the result of a beating when she was forcibly taken from prison to visit a clinic
on April 20. Hillary Rodham Clinton, US Secretary of State, said she was deeply concerned over the treatment of Yulia
and called on authorities in Kyiv to ensure she receives immediate medical attention. Clinton said in a statement last
Tuesday, that the US had requested that its ambassador be given access to Tymoshenko. She also said photographs of
Tymoshenko released by a human rights official call to question the conditions of her confinement. Clinton also
expressed concern at the treatment of imprisoned officials in Tymoshenko&rsquo;s former government and called for
their release.
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