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Hafiz Ringim, inspector-general of police, and six deputy inspectors general of police forced to retire in the wake of the
growing state of insecurity in the country
It did not come to many as a surprise. The speculation has been rife since the escape from police custody of Kabiru
Umar, alias Sokoto, Boko Haram kingpin, that the days in office of Hafiz Ringim, inspector general of police, were
numbered. He was eventually sacked on Wednesday, January 25, having failed to meet the 24-hour deadline given to
him to produce the escapee mastermind of the Christmas Day bombing of St. Theresa&rsquo;s Catholic Church,
Madalla, Niger State. Umar had escaped when he was taken to his house at Abaji, 130 kilometres from Abuja, for a
search by the Zakari Biu-led Police investigation team. Following the national embarrassment the escape had caused the
government, the inspector general police was issued a query by Caleb Olubolade, minister of police affairs After
answering the query, Ringim was said to have made spirited efforts to keep his job, by reaching out to highly placed
Nigerians to prevail on the President not to sack him. But they could not save him. Announcing Ringim&rsquo;s removal,
Reuben Abati, Special Adviser to the President on Media and Publicity, said President Goodluck Jonathan approved the
appointment of Mr. Mohammed D. Abubakar as acting Inspector General of Police, as a first step towards the
comprehensive reorganisation of the Nigeria Police Force to make it more effective and capable of meeting internal
security challenges.&rdquo; He explained that Abubakar, an assistant Inspector General of Police, replaces Mr. Hafiz
Ringim, who proceeds on terminal leave with effect from today, 25th January.&rdquo; Abati, said that the president also
approved the retirement of all deputy inspectors general of police with immediate effect. These are: Ivy Uche Okoronkwo,
DIG POL 2i/c Force Headquarters, Abuja, Azubuko Udah, DIG Administration (&ldquo;A&rdquo; Dept), Sardauna
Abubakar, DIG Training (&ldquo;E&rdquo; Dept), Audu Abubakar, DIG Operations (&ldquo;B&rdquo; Dept), Saleh
Abubakar, DIGWorks (&ldquo;C&rdquo; Dept.) and Mohammed A. Yesufu, DIG Planning and Info-Tech
(&ldquo;F&rdquo; Dept.)&rdquo;. The presidential spokesman said the President also approved the establishment of a
special committee to oversee the urgent reorganisation of the Nigeria Police Force. The committee is to be chaired by
Parry Osayande, DIG (rtd), chairman of the Police Service Commission. Other members of the committee are Casmir T.
Akagbosu, AIG (rtd), Bashir A. Albasu, AIG (rtd), S.N.Chikwe, Major Gen. (rtd), S.D.Mukoro, a professor, Fabian Ajogwu,
SAN, Aisha Larai Tukur, Solicitor-General of the Federation and Permanent Secretary, SSO, Office of the SGF, to serve
as the secretary to the committee. The committee&rsquo;s terms of reference include, to identify the challenges and
factors militating against effective performance in the Nigeria Police and make recommendations for addressing the
challenges; to examine the scope and standard of training and other personnel development activities in the Police to
determine their adequacy or otherwise; Also, the committee is to determine the general and specific causes of the
collapse of public confidence in the police and recommend ways of restoring public trust in the institution; to examine
records of performance of officers and men of the Nigeria Police, with a view to identifying those that can no longer fit
into the system due to declining productivity, age, indiscipline, corruption and/or disloyalty; to make other
recommendations for the improvement of the Nigeria Police Force. The presidential spokesman said the
committee&rsquo;s recommendations would be implemented along with those submitted by previous committees set up
by the government on the reform of the Nigeria Police Force. Prior to his sack, Ringim was billed to retire officially in
March. The increasing insecurity in the country and the overwhelming calls for his removal may have compelled the
President to relieve him of his position. Newswatch learnt that the United States and Britain, which had earlier expressed
their willingness to support Nigeria&rsquo;s anti-terrorism campaign pressurised the President to drop him. Last
Tuesday, Ringim was at the Presidential Villa, where the President was said to have told him of his plan to ask him to
proceed on retirement with his colleagues. When he came out from the Villa, he was not his usually boisterous self. The
Jigawa State &ndash; born ex-IGP, was asked by President Jonathan to prepare his hand over note at the end of the
weekly Federal Executive Council, FEC, meeting, last Tuesday. After the meeting with President Jonathan last
Tuesday, the ex- IGP drove to his official residence located at the Maitama District of Abuja, where he pulled off his
uniform and spent some hours before he left for his office under the cover of darkness at about 8:00pm. He rode to his
office in an SUV and back-up car, without the usual blare of siren. His mission to the office at that period could not be
ascertained, but it was believed that he might have been there to remove his personal belongings, since he got wind of
his replacement on Tuesday. He reportedly told some of his close aides before leaving to see President Jonathan
Tuesday morning that his time was up. He was not alone. The DIGs, sensing that they would be told to go with Ringim,
also parked their own belongings Speculations on Ringim&rsquo;s removal were rife as early as 10:00am last
Wednesday, amid conflicting signals in respect of the official quarters from where the pronouncement would be made.
Suspense and anxiety mounted as reporters awaited an official statement on his sack from the Presidency, the Ministry
of Police Affairs, or Police Service Commission, PSC. By 2.30pm, reports had indicated that Abubakar, who was then in
charge of the Zone 12 police command with headquarters in Bauchi, had been flown from his base aboard a presidential
jet to Abuja. And by 4:00pm, it was confirmed that the new IGP was at the Villa where he met with President Jonathan
and departed at about 5:10pm after he has been briefed of his elevation to the position of IGP. President Jonathan who
was billed to attend a World Economic Summit in Davos, Switzerland, last Tuesday, had to cancel the trip at the last
minute to conclude serial security briefings to shop for Ringim&rsquo;s successor. Ringim was sacked due to the
increasing state of insecurity in the country. Since assumption of office on November 4, 2010, insecurity in the country
has undoubtedly taken a frightening and sophisticated dimension, with the introduction of dynamites and combustive
substances by Boko Haram, the dreaded sect, a development that begun to threaten the internal security of the country.
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Also, kidnappings became a recurring decimal in the eastern part of the country before spreading to other parts of
Nigeria. Under Ringim&rsquo;s watch, Nigerians virtually lost hope in the Police Force&rsquo;s ability to carry out its
constitutional obligation of protecting lives and property of the citizenry, following its inability to checkmate the excesses
of the Boko Haram sect, which usually left in its wake, the death of several innocent and hapless Nigerians, as well as
the wanton destruction of property worth millions of Naira. Although security agencies, including the Police, had
continued to assure Nigerians that there was no need to panic as they were on top of the situation caused by Boko
Haram, that never assuaged the fears of Nigerian&rsquo;s trust in them. In fact, barely 48 hours after Ringim issued quit
notice to Boko Haram, the sect struck again by executing a suicide bomb explosion which shook the seven-storey, Louis
Edet House, Police Headquarters, Abuja, leaving all the windows on the northern side of the building facing the car park
shattered and in shreds. Police authorities in Borno State, got hint that its headquarters would be attacked by a Boko
Haram suicide bomber on the day the Police was conducting screening for new recruits. The bomber had planned to ram
the bomb-laden car into the recruits, thereby causing chaos and casualties. The commissioner of police was said to have
transmitted the information to Ringim and requested for re-inforcement, to forestall the attack. But Ringim played down
the threat and refused to take the threat seriously. Notwithstanding the cold shoulder he got, the CP positioned snipers at
strategic entry points into the premises. On noticing a car being dangerously driven, after ignoring traffic signs, a sniper
shot at the driver. When the car was searched, it was laden with home-made explosives. Other bombings followed suit
in several other parts of Northern Nigeria. But the Christmas day bombing of St. Theresa Catholic Madalla, sparked up
agitations by Christian leaders and other well &ndash; meaning Nigerians. The height of what sources described as the
Nigeria Police Force complacency was the escape of Umar, the Boko Haram suspect. At this stage, it was suspected
that the Police High Command was either abating activities of the sect or was incompetent and had virtually lost grip of
its footing in the area of security. Following Umar&rsquo;s escape, Rigim had issued a query to Zakari Biu,
commissioner of police investigating the case in Abuja. In his reply to the query, dated Thursday, January 19, 2012 and
exclusively obtained by Newswatch, Biu denied being disloyal. He said, &ldquo;I most humbly state that the modest
efforts as shown in the attached investigation reports, especially the arrests made and weapons recovered, which might
have otherwise been used to kill innocent Nigerians, do not give an impression of any inclination on my part or that of my
team towards conduct that is discreditable, disloyal, unbecoming of a public officer, or calculated to embarrass the Force
or the exalted office of the Inspector General of Police.&rdquo; Biu also said that the operation was not conducted
outside the standard investigation procedure. According to him, &ldquo;The regrettable error of judgement was based on
the fact that since the escaping felon was physically restrained with the leg chain and hand cuffs on him, it was not
envisaged or contemplated that the issue of escape could have arisen, but unfortunately, he was rescued violently by a
riotous mob of about a thousand people, which surprisingly formed at the venue of the search. Ringim was said not to
be proactive on issues of security during his tenure. For example, on October 8, 2011, a group of security and
intelligence experts briefed him on how to improve the operational efficiency of the Nigerian Police Force especially in
partnering with the public to tackle the Boko Haram threats. Unfortunately, Ringim never responded and virtually all the
intelligence reports fed the former IGP came to pass. A source in the Force Headquarters told Newswatch that
&ldquo;the situation in the police is that no matter how brilliant you are, or how innovative you want to be, the command
structure in the police would not allow you to take action without the authorisation of your boss, nobody could remind the
IGP of any issue.&rdquo; Abubakar, the new IGP, has been described as an intelligent officer who is always proactive.
However, he would have to contend with the Justice Niki Tobi &ndash; led Jos Crisis Panel report, which indicted him for
his alleged &ldquo;ignoble role in the crisis&rdquo; and recommended that he be forced to retire from the force. The
panel even went as far as recommending his sack, if he declined a request to resign honourably, following his alleged
complicity in the killing of Christians in Plateau State during the crisis in the State. The panel was constituted on
September 7, 2001, to review and proffer solutions to the perennial religious crisis that has plagued the state, but its
report was eventually made public on February 16, 2010.
Abubakar, a native of Zamfara State, was born on May 5,
1958. He holds a diploma in public administration and joined the Police on August 1, 1979. He was a commissioner of
Police in Lagos, Kwara and Plateau states. He was AIG in Zone 2 (Lagos), Zone 5 (Benin), Zone 6 (Calabar) and Zone
12 Bauchi. Reported by Ishaya Ibrahim
Will Al-Mustapha Go Home a Free Man? A Lagos High Court is to decide
on January 30, if Hamza Al-Mustapha, former chief security officer to the late Sani Abacha, is guilty or not of complicity in
the murder of Kudirat Abiola Ishaya Ibrahim T he fate of Major Hamza Al-Mustapha, former chief security officer, CSO,
to the late General Sani Abacha, would be decided January 30, by Justice Mojisola Dada of the Lagos High Court. The
ruling is coming barely five months after the judge ordered an accelerated hearing to dispose of the 13-year-old case.
The former security chief is standing trial along with Lateef Shofolahan on two-count charges of complicity and murder of
Kudirat Abiola, wife of the late MKO Abiola, winner of the June 12 election. On the whole, the prosecution team had
produced four witnesses to support its case against Al-Mustapha and Shofolahan. They are: Barnabas Jabila, also
known as Sgt Rogers, Mohammed Abdul, popularly referred to as Katako and two serving police officers. Rogers and
Katako, the two star witnesses had in separate statements to the special investigation panel set up by the President
Olusegun Obasanjo&rsquo;s government to probe the death of Kudirat, alleged that Al-Mustapha masterminded the
assassination of Kudirat. But under cross examination, Rogers, a former strike force member, and Katako, ex driver to
Mohammed Abacha, all disowned their statements. Rogers told the court that he was in the Villa on the day Kudirat was
killed and that his superiors could testify to that. Katako, claimed that on the day Kudirat was killed, he was in Azare,
Bauchi State for his wedding. Lawal Pedro, a senior advocate of Nigeria, SAN, and lead prosecution counsel, urged the
court to take judicial notice of the reign of terror while the late General Abacha held sway as head of state and
commander-in-chief. Pedro emphasised that there was enough circumstantial evidence linking the accused persons to
the commission of conspiracy and murder. On the side of the defence team, Olalekan Ojo, has proved that he is a
dogged fighter and a vigilant lawyer who does not leave anything to chance in the defence of his client. In his
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submission, he urged the court to commit the credibility of all the prosecution witnesses to scrutiny having been dented
by numerous contradictions. He then urged the court to acquit and discharge the defendants accordingly because the
prosecution had failed woefully to prove its case. The trial of Al-Mustapha and his co-accused started in 2000.
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