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The people of Ogoni will be eternally grateful that they have leaders who will bring Shell to its knees just like Obama and
the US Congress did to British Petroleum
Shell Petroleum Development Company, SPDC, is being unnecessarily insensitive. The manner its management led by
Mutiu Sunmonu is trying to shirk its responsibility in the degradation of the environment in the Niger Delta is appalling. In
the face of the recent report by SPDC-sponsored United Nations Environment Progamme, UNEP, study published
August 4, which indicted Shell, Sunmonu&rsquo;s bid to absolve the company of complicity smacks of arrant disregard of
the feelings of the people of the Niger Delta, albeit, Nigerians as a whole. The UNEP report, among other things, said
that it could take as long as 30 years to clean up the environmental pollution done by Shell in Ogoniland and that action
towards remediation should start without delay. The final report, which has been published, states that remediation in
Ogoniland could be the world&rsquo;s wide-ranging and long-term oil clean-up estimated to cost $1 billion. According to
the report, Ogoni communities face a severe health risk, with some families drinking water with high levels of cancercausing agents. UNEP&rsquo;s Environment Assessment of Ogoniland found that &ldquo;some areas, which appear
unaffected at the surface, are in reality severely contaminated underground&rdquo; adding that &ldquo;action to protect
human health and reduce the risks to affected communities should begin without delay.&rdquo; It noted that public health
was seriously under threat in at least 10 Ogoni communities where water was contaminated with high levels of
hydrocarbons. According to the reports, there is pollution in surface water throughout the creeks of Ogoniland and up to
eight centimeters in groundwater that feed drinking wells at 41 sites including a serious case in Nisisioken Ogale in
Eleme, Rivers State. Soils were found to have been polluted with hydrocarbons up to a depth of five metres in 49
observed sites, while benzene, a known cancer causing chemical was found in drinking water in Nisisioken Ogale
community at a level 900 times above World Health Organisation&rsquo;s levels. The report showed that fishing
activities have been destroyed and that wetlands around Ogoniland are highly degraded and facing further degradation.
With the benefit of hindsight, it appears Shell knew that the final outcome of the study will indict it. Hence, the foolhardy
attempt by an official of UNEP, who must have been compromised by Shell&rsquo;s deep pocket, to free the oil giant of
any blame before the study could be concluded. As expected, this tomfoolery failed woefully under the watchful eyes of
environmental activists and the Movement for the Survival of Ogoni People, MOSOP, who pilloried UNEP and the official.
Against this background, one could view grievously the mealy-mouthed denial that Shell cannot be solely held
responsible for the damage of the environment in Ogoniland. As always, the multinational oil company is claiming that
most of the oil spills occurred as a result of vandalism. This is very far from the truth. Vandalism in the oil and gas sector
is a most recent development increasing in spate as a result of the militant agitation in the Niger Delta which gained
worldwide recognition in the late 1990s and early 2001. But the pollution of the environment has been going on for more
than 50 years, ever since the SPDC has been drilling oil in the country. Just to refresh SPDC&rsquo;s mind. Most of the
massive oil spills resulting from SPDC activities and others in Ogoni occurred in the 1970s and 1980s, long before the
advent of rampant vandalism in the Niger Delta. There was the Ejama spill of 1970, the series of spills in Bumu field in
the late 1960s and 70s; the Korokoro oil spill incident on Well 9, though unaccounted for by Shell in the mid 70s, and
several others that occurred in the Yorla Oil field. There was the recent oil spill which occurred in Bodo community in
2008 and 2009, which reportedly destroyed the environment and ruined the community&rsquo;s means of livelihood.
With all these oil spills in mind, one can understand the enormity of the insensitivity Shell and its management have
displayed by playing to the gallery over the report of UNEP. According to Sunmonu, &ldquo;the majority of the oil spills
in Nigeria are caused by sabotage, theft and illegal refining. We urge the Nigerian authorities to do all they can to curb
such activity, and we will continue working with our partners in Nigeria, to solve these problems and on the next step to
help clean up Ogoniland&rdquo;. Sunmonu&rsquo;s intransigence is akin to the insensitive reaction of Tony Hayward,
British Petroleum, BP, chief executive officer, during the April 20, 2010, explosion which unleashed a flood of oil spill into
the Gulf of Mexico in the US. As expected, the United States government led by President Barack Obama and the
Congress did not let Hayward get away with such insensitivity to the plight of people affected by the oil spill. When they
put him under intense pressure and public opinion weighed heavily against him, Hayward buckled and was finally forced
to resign. They did not stop at that. Obama railroaded BP to cough out $20 billion as compensation for the victims of the
oil spills. In contrast, here in Nigeria, Shell is allowed to get away with its insensitivity. What is President Goodluck
Jonathan doing to get Shell to do the right thing? I haven&rsquo;t seen the president talking tough and reprimanding
Sunmonu. He hasn&rsquo;t rolled up his sleeve to sit Shell down and compel it to cough out the miserly $1 billion
needed for the remediation. This pitiable amount should not be a problem for Shell to pay considering that the company
makes more money as profit lifting oil which Nigeria has no way of knowing the exact quantity and whether it complies
with the country&rsquo;s regulations and policies. This becomes apt given the revelation by Hamman Tukur, former
chairman of Revenue Mobilisation Allocation and Fiscal Commission, who alleged that Nigeria does not have accurate
figures of what it produces and relies on the international oil companies to provide that information. I have also not seen
the National Assembly display any anger over Shell&rsquo;s tepid comments about oil pollution in the Niger Delta. So
also, the state governors in the Niger Delta, with the exception of Governor Emmanuel Uduaghan of Delta State, who
has been, somewhat, vociferous in trying to hold Shell accountable for its activities. The onus is on the federal
government, the legislature and the governors to put pressure on the company to pay adequate compensation and do
proper remediation of the environment. That&rsquo;s why Nigerians elected them to protect their interest. For them to
effectively hold Shell accountable, the federal government, its officials and members of the National Assembly must
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wean themselves of being compromised by Shell&rsquo;s deep pocket. It is not for nothing that Wiki Leaks said that
Shell has its paid agents in all the key government parastatals in the country. These agents must be aiding and abetting
all the wrongs the oil giant is inflicting on the country. Despite Shell&rsquo;s long tentacle in thwarting
government&rsquo;s policies, the time has come for President Jonathan to be on the right side of history. The fate of
millions of Ogoni people who have no potable water and will soon be suffering from cancerous diseases as a result of
drinking polluted water and deprived of their means of livelihood demands that action be taken against Shell without
further delay. The people of Ogoni will be eternally grateful that they have leaders who will bring Shell to its knees just
like Obama and the US Congress did to British Petroleum. That will be the beginning of the real remediation of the
degradation of the environment in Ogoniland. SMS: 08052528603
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