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In Germany, prostitution is recognised as a legitimate source of livelihood and also as a vital aspect of tourism which
the Germans are proud to advertise
Many individuals and organisations would go to any length to portray a positive, good image of themselves or of their
companies, their status or location as well as those they mingle or associate with for the purpose of proving their class.
Few, if any, would find nothing wrong in stating that they are not of the &lsquo;right crowd or of decent group&rsquo; of
individuals. But the Five Elements Hotel (or Hostel) in Frankfurt, Germany, has no qualms stating the obvious. It is, it
said, located in a &ldquo;red light district.&rdquo; But there&rsquo;s a catch phrase to it. &ldquo;It is safe.&rdquo; That
is left to the tourist to find out. But Frankfurt&rsquo;s red light district is not located in a remote part of the town but in the
city centre. It overlooks the main train station or the Hauptbahnhoft. Once within the precinct, you do not need anyone to
tell you what obtains there, as there are tell-tale signs all over the signposts and buildings in the area which includes
Tanusstrasse, Moselstrasse and Elbestrasse streets: &ldquo;World of sex: live show; gay area, erotic shop, sex inn, sex
shop, girls and drinks, peep shows, eros centre, petit brasserie, show centre sexyland, etc.&rdquo; And then, there are
women, some of them scantily clad, sitting or standing by the entrances of their separate joints, along with their male
colleagues, soliciting customers. &ldquo;Hello guy, look in,&rdquo; one of the men called out to a passers-by that day in
July. It&rsquo;s in fact, a common scene, an everyday occurrence. When the women are not positioned by the doorsteps
calling in customers, they are seen standing or leaning by the walls in different parts of this sex land, waiting for clients.
Frankfurt&rsquo;s red light district never sleeps. Whether in the morning, day or night, sex is on offer for a fee. A first
time visitor or tourist to the area may be surprised at the boldness or openness with which the sex hawkers go about their
business, but that&rsquo;s until he gets to know that prostitution in Germany, is legal. According to a German-based
Egyptian journalist, running a brothel in Germany is not against the laws of the land. It is a recognised and legitimate
source of livelihood. &ldquo;The government recognises them; they pay tax to the government and so have the authority
to do what they are doing,&rdquo; he told Newswatch in Frankfurt. But the area is not only about sex. It is also a haven
for drug addicts and couriers. It is common, especially in the morning and evenings, to see people, many of who appear
hooked on drugs, either smoking or sniffing some substance or exchanging same with their colleagues or willing buyers.
One of them, a woman, was recently seen searching frantically for something in her bag. A man who stood close to a
Newswatch reporter, in response to his question said that she was trying to get a syringe with which to inject some
substance into her system. &ldquo;It is sad,&rdquo; he said. But the man himself seemed to be under the influence of
alcohol, and the best help he thought he could render the woman at that point was to drop the bottle of beer in his hand
for her. In Frankfurt&rsquo;s red light district, drunken men and women are seen roaming about. Their quirky footsteps
give them out as people who have had more than a fair share of a drink. This is not surprising, as there are shops or
kiosks around, where liquor is sold. It is also not uncommon to find broken beer bottles within the streets early in the
morning, evidence that bottles occasionally slip off the grip of some intoxicated fellows. There are also restaurants and
food centres of different kinds dotting the neighbourhood, to cater for the diverse tastes of travellers and tourists who visit
the area daily. People of different nationalities lodge in some of the hotels in this lively neighbourhood, and there are
cheap or moderate hotels around, depending on one&rsquo;s choice. Apart from hotels, eateries, shops and casinos are
also a common sight in the vicinity. Each contributes in making the area the vibrant neighbourhood it is. According to a
source, Frankfurt&rsquo;s red light district is a place where all manner of things happen, even beyond what people seem
to know. &ldquo;But it&rsquo;s safe,&rdquo; insists a staff of the Five Elements Hostel. One of the clearest evidence of
this, perhaps, is the presence of policemen and women in the area, day and night. They are often seen patrolling the
area, and atimes, are seen quizzing or interrogating someone. Newswatch learnt that the plight of the drug addicts has
been a source of concern to the German authorities, and this has seen them come to the aid of their citizens who are
hooked on drugs. According to a source, the German authorities provide free syringes to the addicts which they use to
innoculate themselves and get the relief they need. This idea to provide free syringes is part of the resolution reached in
1990, when representatives of some European cities, including Frankfurt officials, gathered in Frankfurt to debate how
best to tackle the challenge posed by drug trafficking and use and its effect on society. There, the representatives
admitted that &ldquo;the attempt to eliminate both the supply and the consumption of drugs in our society has
failed,&rdquo; and that &ldquo;the demand for drugs persists to this day. Despite all educational efforts, all the signs
indicate that we shall have to continue to live with the existence of drugs and drug users in the future.&rdquo; The
resolution stated that, &ldquo;for many drug users, dependence is a transitional phase of crisis in their personal history
that can be overcome by a process of maturing out of drug dependence,&rdquo; and that &ldquo;drug policy should not
impede this process but must rather offer assistance and support.&rdquo; It noted that a dramatic shift in priorities in
drug policy was essential and that &ldquo;help for drug addicts must constitute together with preventative and
educational measures an equally important objective&rdquo; of drug policy. &ldquo;The maximum amount of social and
health assistance must be made available when dealing with drug addiction and drug users, and repressive interventions
must be kept to a minimum,&rdquo; it said. Such assistance has seen to the &ldquo; distribution of sterile syringes to
drug users&rdquo; and the maintenance of same &ldquo;with methadone&rdquo; as a way of &ldquo;contributing to
harm reduction.&rdquo;
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